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The   Problem   Stated

AFTER thus surveying in the previous chapters the variety of conno-
tations and opinions regarding Western and Eastern Civilizations,
we may now proceed to frame the issues, as it were, with a view to
examining them in the light of evidence.

One view is well expressed by Professor Toynbee when he said
that "Our Western Civilization happens to have emerged and
developed among peoples in Western Europe who belong, in their
physique, to certain varieties of the * White Race' which ethnologists
have labelled 'Caucasian* " (Toynbee, A Study of History, Vol. I,
p. 209). It is a mere coincidence and not a correlation. Another view
links up, tacitly or expressly, the three factors of race, geographical
situation and culture, and divides civilization into two patterns, the
Occidental and the Oriental. Each of these is conceived as an
integral whole, but the two are mutually opposed. Some authorities
go so far as to contend that these two patterns were formed at the
dawn of civilization and were conditioned by two different
geographical environments. Once they were set, they have con-
ditioned and will continue to condition with an "iron hand" all
subsequent evolution of each pattern. All developments must, in
consequence, conform to the particular pattern and each civilization
can and must develop along its own lines. Any attempt to blend
cultures will only result, on account of incompatibility, in failure
and frustration, if not worse.

Yet another view holds that acculturation is possible, but inasmuch
as each civilization is an integrated unit, it must be accepted as a
whole. It is not possible for one culture to pick and choose from
another.

There are those who hold that culture is a function of race, and